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BOOKS OF MANA
180 MĀORI-AUTHORED BOOKS 
OF SIGNIFICANCE

Books of Mana celebrates the rich tradition 
of Māori authorship in Aotearoa New 
Zealand. It reveals the central place of over 
200 years of print literacy within te ao 
Māori and vividly conveys how books are 
understood as taonga tuku iho – treasured 
items handed down through generations.

In this beautifully illustrated collection 
of essays some of Aotearoa New 
Zealand’s most renowned Māori thinkers 
join the editors in a wide-ranging kōrero 
about the influence and empowerment of 
Māori writing. 

Books of Mana builds on the work of 
editors Jacinta Ruru, Angela Wanhalla 
and Jeanette Wikaira, who curated 
Te Takarangi, a selected list of Māori-
authored non-fiction books published 
since 1815. Launched in 2018, the 
Te Takarangi list now comprises 180 
titles, each representing an important 
touchstone in an extensive landscape of 
Māori literature. Books of Mana explores 
the ways these books have enriched 
lives and helped to foster understanding 
of Māori experience, both at home in 
Aotearoa and internationally. What 
emerges from the essays collected within 
these covers is a clear vision of the 
importance of writing as activism and a 
profound sense that these Māori-authored 
books, and the knowledge they contain, 
are taonga. 

EDITORS

JACINTA RURU FRSNZ (Raukawa, Ngāti 
Ranginui) is the Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
Māori and a Distinguished Professor of Law at 
Ōtākou Whakaihu Waka University of Otago. 
Her work focuses on reconciling state legal 
systems with Indigenous laws and advocating 
for policies aligned with Te Tiriti o Waitangi to 
empower Māori in managing and governing 
lands and waters.

ANGELA WANHALLA FRSNZ (Kāi Tahu) 
is a Professor of History at Ōtākou Whakaihu 
Waka University of Otago. She researches the 
impacts of colonialism on Māori, women and 
whānau, particularly in relation to colonial 
visual culture and Māori engagement with 
nineteenth-century photography.

JEANETTE WIKAIRA (Ngāti Pukenga, 
Ngāti Tamaterā, Ngāpuhi) is the Executive 
Manager of Arts, Culture and Recreation 
at Dunedin City Council. She focuses on 
reclaiming story sovereignty to support 
community agency, creativity and courage.
 

Jacketed hardback | 255 x 215mm | 256pp | Full colour | ISBN  978-1-99-004885-2 | $65
Published with the assistance of the Royal Society Te Apārangi and Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga  
New Zealand’s Māori Centre of Research Excellence. Published February.

CONTRIBUTORS

Maria Bargh, Jacinta Beckwith, Victoria Campbell, Rawinia Higgins, Spencer Lilley, Paul Meredith, 
Wayne Ngata, Megan Pōtiki, Bridget Reweti, Poia Rewi, Jacinta Ruru, Chris Selwyn, Hinekura Smith, 
Huhana Smith, Angela Wanhalla, Jeanette Wikaira and Matariki Williams.
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JANET CHARMAN is a complete original, 
utterly distinctive in voice and content. The 
Intimacy Bus is Charman’s tenth collection of 
poetry. In 2008 she won the Montana Book 
Award for Poetry for Cold Snack. In 2009 
she was a visiting fellow at the International 
Writers’ workshop of Hong Kong Baptist 
University. In 2014 she appeared as a guest 
reader at the Taipei International Poetry Forum. 
Her collection The Pistils (Otago University 
Press, 2022) was longlisted for the Mary and 
Peter Biggs Award for Poetry in the 2023 New 
Zealand Ockham Book Awards.

THE INTIMACY BUS

In her tenth collection, award-winning 
poet Janet Charman reckons with some 
of life’s heaviest traffic: bereavement, 
grief, ageing, loneliness, gender, sexual 
identity, power and inequality. Along 
the way, she gathers up encounters with 
friends and strangers, and reflects on 
matters as various as Korean telenovelas, 
classic films, personal memories, ‘modern 
life’, real estate, ‘sex treats’, companion 
animals, a favourite hairdresser, finding 
joy, a grandmother’s politics and the 
rapper Psy.

Shorn of sentiment, direct and 
uncompromising, The Intimacy Bus 
arrives as an irrepressible affirmation of 
love, life and lesbian desire.

Paperback | 230 x 150mm | 82pp | ISBN  978-1-99-004892-0, $30
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand. Published March.

I admire Charman very much as  
a poet.

—Harry Ricketts

These poems are honest, not 
gratuitous.

—Sophie van Waardenberg  
for Aotearoa New Zealand Review of Books
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MAD DIVA

Operatic in scale, by turns lush and spare, 
Mad Diva is a high-wire performance 
from an extraordinary talent. In this 
beautifully crafted collection the 
gorgeous jostles up against the grotesque. 
Romance and glamour have equal billing 
with the blood-streaked and the gritty. 
Scheherazade shares the back seat of 
a Wellington Uber; Samson’s in the 
bathroom getting a shave; Carmen suffers 
a real-life stab wound and sings the 
Habanera like a bat out of hell.

Bejewelled, perfumed, mascaraed, 
satin-and-silked and never shy to be 
brazen or camp, the ever-unravelling 
divas in these poems are not interested 
in staying within assigned categories. 
In opera houses, art galleries, dive bars, 
bedrooms; in the purple light of Farmers 
at dusk and in Wakefield Street at 
midnight, they keep on aiming for their 
high Cs, keep on testing the world for 
meaning, acceptance and love.

Brilliant in so many ways …
This diva pulls you along in their 
dazzling wake. 

—Anne Kennedy

Chung is formidable … as much 
in the dexterity of their pen and 
breadth of their artistry, as in their 
unflinching quest for the sublime.

—Melanie Kwang 

CADENCE CHUNG (she/they) is a poet, 
classical singer and composer. She performs 
as a classical soloist and is a presenter on 
RNZ Concert. In 2023, she was named an 
Emerging Practitioner by the Fund for Acting 
and Musical Endeavours. Her poems have 
been published in Best New Zealand Poems, 
Landfall, Newsroom, Pantograph Punch, 
Starling, Sweet Mammalian, takahē, The 
Spinoff and Turbine|Kapohau. Her best-
selling chapbook, anomalia, was released in 
2022. She’s also the producer and editor of 
Mythos: An audio-visual anthology of art by 
young New Zealanders, released in 2024.  

Paperback | 230 x 150mm | 84pp | ISBN  978-1-99-134804-3, $30
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand. Published April.
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PREACHERS, PASTORS, 
PROPHETS
THE DOMINICAN FRIARS OF 
AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND

Preachers, Pastors, Prophets draws on 
a rich collection of archival material 
and oral interviews to tell the story of 
the Dominican friars of Aotearoa New 
Zealand. Heirs to a spiritual tradition 
dating back to the early thirteenth 
century, the friars’ lives are shaped by 
their commitment to the Order’s motto: 
Veritas (Truth). They have served as 
university and hospital chaplains, parish 
priests, liturgists, itinerant retreat leaders 
and theologians, and in media and justice 
roles. Never a large group, they have 
nevertheless reached deep into Catholic 
life in Aotearoa, working up and down 
the length of the country and across 
denominational boundaries. Although 
no longer involved in active ministry the 
New Zealand friars continue to fund and 
facilitate Aaiotanga – the Peace Place – a 
community space in downtown Auckland 
focused on peace and social justice issues.

More than the history of a religious 
organisation, this is the story of a 
group of dissimilar – often eccentric 
– individuals who worked in a range 
of ministries; of the faith that united 
them as brothers and gave purpose 
to their mission as preachers; and of 
their impact on the communities and 
churches they served in Aotearoa New 
Zealand. Alongside the many positive 
achievements of Dominican ministry, 
this account also addresses previously 
silenced stories of abuse of power. 
Preachers, Pastors, Prophets is not a sacred 
history. It’s a human history.

SUSANNAH GRANT is a historian with a 
PhD from the University of Otago. In 2017, she 
published Windows on a Women’s World: The 
Dominican Sisters of Aotearoa New Zealand 
(Otago University Press). Susannah lives in 
Gisborne with her family, on the banks of the 
Taruheru River.

Paperback | 240 x 200mm | 280pp | Full colour | ISBN  978-1-99-004891-3 | $60
Published April.

Very clear and very nicely 
illustrated ... This is another brick 
in the wall of New Zealand history 
and it’s great to have it there.

—Harry Broad, Nine to Noon
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THE MIDNIGHT PLANE
SELECTED AND NEW POEMS

In The Midnight Plane, Dame Fiona 
Kidman, one of Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
most distinguished writers, returns to her 
first and deepest literary love, poetry. This 
beautifully curated volume opens with 
selected work from Kidman’s six previous 
collections, chronologically ordered,  
and concludes in the present day with a 
body of exciting new poems. 

The Midnight Plane comes in to land 
exactly half a century after the 1975 
publication of Kidman’s debut book, 
the poetry collection Honey and Bitters. 
There’s a sense in which The Midnight 
Plane works like an alternative memoir, 
offering a poet’s immediacy of vision 
and gift of linguistic precision on a life 
unfolding in real time. From the first line 
to the last, The Midnight Plane speaks 
to human relationships, to connection 
and disconnection, to the mystery and 
the majesty of life, to seasons of loss and 
cycles of renewal. Each of these poems 
is, in its own way, a midnight plane, 
flying in the dark, navigating for home 
in sometimes perilous conditions. ‘What 
I know,’ writes Kidman in her generous 
preface to this landmark collection, ‘is 
that poetry has the power to shake the 
heart’.

Here it comes swooping
against the stars, perfectly poised
above the unruly winds …

 	

from ‘The midnight plane’

DAME FIONA KIDMAN is a poet, fiction 
writer and memoirist. She has also written 
for the screen industry. Her internationally 
published work has won numerous prestigious 
literary awards, and her honours include a 
damehood (DCNZM), an OBE and the French 
Legion of Honour (La Légion d’Honneur).  
She lives on a cliff top in Wellington. 

Hardback | 220 x 160mm | 172pp | ISBN  978-1-99-134800-5 | $40
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand. Published May.

Kidman has a distinctive loving 
voice, instantly recognisable.  
The Midnight Plane deserves to be 
on every beside table.

—Hamesh Wyatt

Elegantly produced and warm 
in the hand … a volume to be 
returned to again and again. This 
is a landmark collection from a 
writer whose poetic voice remains 
as generous, observant, and 
resonant as ever.

—Chris Reed
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LANDFALL 249
AUTUMN 2025

ANNOUNCING AVA REID AS 
THE WINNER OF THE LANDFALL 
YOUNG WRITERS’ ESSAY 
COMPETITION 2025

Editor LYNLEY EDMEADES   
Cover TIA RANGINUI

For almost 80 years, Landfall has been a 
dedicated space for writers, artists and 
reviewers in Aotearoa New Zealand. 
Published twice a year, each volume 
showcases two full-colour art portfolios 
and brims with vital new fiction, poetry, 
cultural commentary, reviews and 
essays. Bringing together a range of 
voices and perspectives, from established 
practitioners to emerging talents, Landfall 
is always an exciting anthology with a 
finger on the pulse of innovation and 
creativity in Aotearoa today.

Paperback | 215 x 165mm | 208pp | 16pp colour | ISBN  978-1-99-134805-0 | $35
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand. Published May.

LYNLEY EDMEADES is the author of the 
creative non-fiction book Hiding Places (Otago 
University Press 2025); two poetry collections, 
As the Verb Tenses (Otago University Press, 
2016) and Listening In (Otago University Press, 
2019); and a poetry and art picture book 
for adults, Bordering on Miraculous (Massey 
University Press, 2022), in collaboration with 
Saskia Leek. She has an MA in creative writing 
from the Seamus Heaney Centre for Poetry 
at Queen’s University of Belfast and holds a 
PhD in avant-garde poetics from the University 
of Otago. She currently teaches poetry and 
creative writing on the English programme at the 
University of Otago.

CONTRIBUTORS: NON-FICTION   
Cadence Chung, Nic Low, Bastian Fox Phelan, 
Ava Reid, Ronnie Scott, Stacey Teague, Xiaole 
Zhan  POETRY  Miriam Barr, Casey Carsel, 
Jodie Dalgleish, Lynn Davidson, Sian Doole, 
Elese Dowden, Alistair du Chatenier, David 
Eggleton, Riemke Ensing, Holly Fletcher, 

Rhian Gallagher, Rata Gordon, Eliana Gray, Bronte Heron, Gail Ingram, Wes Lee, Jackson 
McCarthy, Carolyn McCurdie, Zoë Meager, James Norcliffe, Claire Orchard, Mark Prisco, Kerrin 
P. Sharpe, Elizabeth Smither, Lisa Stanley, Kim Cope Tait, Nicola Thorstensen, Ariana Tikao, Whaitiri 
Tua-Warbrick, Sophie van Waardenberg, Holly Walker, Dunstan Ward, Tim Wilson, Nicholas 
Wright  FICTION  Holly Best, Connie Buchanan, Craig Cliff, Whitney Cox, Heather Holdaway, 
James Pasley, Phoebe Robertson, Pip Robertson, Grant Smithies  REVIEW  Sally Blundell, Gina Cole, 
David Eggleton, Jennifer Lawn, Patricia McLean, Thomas McLean  ART  Eliza Glyn, Tia Ranginui, 
Robert Scot
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TOUCH SCREEN

In this absorbing collection, award-
winning poet Philip Armstrong explores 
the rapidly evolving interface between 
human and non-human worlds. With 
poems that range from the personal 
lyric to retellings of myths and stories 
long held in the human imagination, 
Armstrong’s Touch Screen brings us face 
to face with being alive here and now, and 
asks the urgent question: Can you feel it?

Mid-day mid-week mid-scroll and touch
screened far too long, I’m struck so flat
I’m lying face-up on the carpet
when something reveals itself: above me
showing only when my eyes drift
hangs a single thread of spider silk.

from ‘Jacob’s Ladder’

Armstrong’s nimble voice is both 
hilarious and profound.

—Anne Kennedy

These are poems that are confident 
in their well-earned and rich 
strangeness. 

—Erik Kennedy

PHILIP ARMSTRONG lives in Ōtautahi 
Christchurch and teaches literature, writing 
and human-animal studies at the University of 
Canterbury. His essay ‘On Tenuous Grounds’ 
won the 2011 Landfall Essay Prize, and his 
first poetry collection Sinking Lessons (Otago 
University Press, 2020) was the winner of the 
2019 Kathleen Grattan Poetry Award.

Paperback | 230 x 155mm | 92pp | ISBN  978-1-99-134807-4 | $30
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand. Published June.
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INVISIBLE INTELLIGENCE
WHY YOUR CHILD MIGHT NOT 
BE FAILING

Building on the ideas presented in his 
impactful book Disobedient Teaching, 
educationalist, filmmaker and best-selling 
author Welby Ings explores the hidden 
forms of intelligence that can emerge 
in the classroom and how these can be 
nurtured to foster positive learning  
and development.

Invisible Intelligence blends poignant, 
humorous and insightful storytelling with 
current research to consider how schools 
currently measure ‘intelligence’, showing 
how narrow definitions of literacy and 
numeracy can lead to bright students 
being described as ‘behind’ when they 
are not. This book examines the kinds of 
intelligence that slip under the radar but 
often produce highly successful thinkers. 
It discusses how we can help young 
people – and those who support them – 
when their intelligence is unrecognised, 
tokenised or turned into a problem.

Pragmatic, wise and helpful, Invisible 
Intelligence shows what we can do better 
in education and why it’s so important 
that we do.

WELBY INGS is a professor in narrative 
design at Auckland University of Technology. 
He is the recipient of the Prime Minister’s 
Award for Tertiary Teaching Excellence and 
the NZ Government Award for Sustained 
Tertiary Teaching Excellence. In 2013 he was 
awarded the inaugural AUT medal for his 
contribution to learning and research. Invisible 
Intelligence is Ings’ second book in a planned 
trilogy on creative thinking and educational 
reform. It follows Disobedient Teaching 
(Otago University Press, 2017). 

Invisible Intelligence affirms the complex work of teachers while 
highlighting things we might change. It is incredibly timely, original and a 
very fresh breath of air. This book made me laugh and nod and cry.  
I cannot wait to give it to everyone I know. 

—Professor Vivienne Anderson

Praise for Disobedient Teaching: A must read for every teacher.
 —Education Aotearoa

Paperback | 230 x 155mm | 244pp  | ISBN  978-1-99-134801-2 | $45
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand. Published July.
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STRONG WORDS 4
THE BEST OF THE LANDFALL
ESSAY COMPETITION

Strong Words 4 continues the tradition 
of showcasing Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
best contemporary essays, presenting a 
diverse collection of thought-provoking, 
beautifully crafted works. Selected 
from the 2023 and 2024 Landfall Essay 
Competition entries, this volume 
also includes the winners of both 
years’ Landfall Young Writers’ Essay 
Competitions.

These essays explore a wide range of 
topics, from queer rights and female 
reproduction to neoliberalism, capitalism, 
colonisation and environmental 
destruction. Personal reflections on 
motherhood, fatherhood, friendship and 
love sit alongside sharp critiques of the 
intellectual and property classes.

With pieces touching on cancer, 
dementia, animal rights and the abuse 
of power, the collection captures the 
complexity of life in Aotearoa. Some 
essays embrace traditional storytelling, 
while others push boundaries with 
experimental structure and form. The 
result is a compelling snapshot of New 
Zealand’s current cultural landscape – at 
a time when platforms for long-form, 
reflective writing are rare. Amid the noise 
of online content, Strong Words 4 offers 
a vital space for thoughtful critiques 
of society. As always, these essays are 
essential reading for anyone invested 
in New Zealand’s literary and cultural 
future.

EDITOR
LYNLEY EDMEADES has published two 
poetry collections and a poetry and art picture 
book for adults. She teaches English and 
creative writing at the University of Otago and 
is the current editor of Landfall Tauraka.

CONTRIBUTORS
Hannah August, Anne Marie Basquin, Diane 
Brown, Majella Cullinane, Kate Duignan, 
Rebekah Galbraith, Siobhan Harvey, Julie Hill, 
Emma Hughes, Pennie Hunt, Amelia Reynolds, 
Catherine Russ, Sylvan Spring, Jillian Sullivan, 
Joseph Trinidad, Kathryn van Beek, Franchesca 
Walker, Marilyn Wright, Xiaole Zhan.

Paperback | 215 x 165mm | 216pp |  ISBN  978-1-99-134803-6, $35
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand. Published July.
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NOR THE YEARS CONDEMN

This beautifully presented new edition 
of Nor the Years Condemn brings Robin 
Hyde’s important novel back into print.

First published in 1938, Nor the Years 
Condemn explores the experiences of 
returned servicemen and women in the 
aftermath of World War I. Through the 
story of Douglas Stark, Hyde vividly 
portrays the disappointment and 
disillusionment of veterans who return 
to a New Zealand that falls short of 
the ideals they fought for. Far from the 
promised ‘land fit for heroes’, the nation 
grapples with the social upheaval and 
economic hardship of the 1920s and 
1930s. Hyde’s novel poignantly captures 
the emotional and societal challenges 
faced by those trying to rebuild their 
lives in a world that no longer seems to 
recognise their sacrifice.

With cover art by Gretchen Albrecht 
and a preface by Genevieve Scanlan, 
this edition invites readers to revisit – or 
discover for the first time – a classic from 
one of Aotearoa New Zealand’s most 
cherished literary voices.

We are shown New Zealand ... in 
a world shattered by international 
conflict, a devastating pandemic, 
and economic depression ... If 
this rhymes and feels resonant 
with where we stand in the world 
today, we are surely in greater 
need than ever of Hyde’s humane 
perspective. 

—Genevieve Scanlan

Paperback | 230 x 150mm | 320pp | ISBN  978-1-99-004893-7 | $40
Published August.

ROBIN HYDE, born Iris Wilkinson in Cape 
Town in 1906, was raised in Wellington, 
New Zealand. A journalist from the age of 
17, she published her first poetry collection 
in 1929. Between 1935 and 1938, she 
wrote five novels, including Wednesday’s 
Children (1937) and Nor the Years Condemn 
(1938). Hyde/Wilkinson left New Zealand in 
1938, visiting Hong Kong and China before 
travelling to England, where she died in 1939.
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WEDNESDAY’S CHILDREN

Wednesday’s Children returns to print 
in this beautifully designed edition, 
celebrating the enduring work of Robin 
Hyde.

Set in 1930s New Zealand, the 
novel follows Wednesday Gilfillan, an 
independent woman who rejects societal 
expectations in favour of a life defined by 
artistic and emotional freedom. On an 
isolated island, she creates a home for her 
remarkable children and other characters 
drawn into her life by circumstance. 
The novel explores her journey through 
love, loss and survival, focusing on her 
defiance against the constraints imposed 
on women – particularly female artists 
– in a patriarchal society. In vivid prose, 
Hyde critiques middle-class respectability 
and delves into the personal costs of 
living an unconventional life.

With striking cover art by Star Gossage 
and a new preface and afterword by 
Genevieve Scanlan, this fresh edition 
revives a poignant narrative that remains 
deeply relevant to contemporary readers.

Anyone who has ever felt torn 
between the urge to run away from 
the world and the urge to improve 
it will find something resonant in 
this book. 

—Genevieve Scanlan

Paperback | 230 x 150mm | 248pp | ISBN  978-1-99-004894-4 | $40
Published August.

ROBIN HYDE, born Iris Wilkinson in Cape 
Town in 1906, was raised in Wellington, 
New Zealand. A journalist from the age of 
17, she published her first poetry collection 
in 1929. Between 1935 and 1938, she 
wrote five novels, including Wednesday’s 
Children (1937) and Nor the Years Condemn 
(1938). Hyde/Wilkinson left New Zealand in 
1938, visiting Hong Kong and China before 
travelling to England, where she died in 1939.

What a passionate spellbinding writer Robin Hyde was. And what a brave 
woman she was. She had the courage of her convictions, the willingness 
to live life on her own terms, when emotional truth was still forbidden 
territory. Her work sings with energy and courage. A truly authentic voice.

—Fiona Kidman
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PASTORAL CARE

In Pastoral Care, Auckland writer John 
Prins gives us nine clear-eyed, witty 
and beautifully written stories centred 
on daily life in twenty-first-century 
Aotearoa New Zealand. On the shores 
of Lake Pukaki; in kitchens, bedrooms 
and Lego-strewn living rooms; at school 
events; walking the dog, pushing a buggy, 
or stuck in traffic with a child kicking 
the back of the driver’s seat – Prins 
blends wry humour and emotional depth 
to illuminate the dark gulf between 
youthful dreams and the reality of adult 
obligations.

John Prins reinvigorates the tradition 
of social realism in New Zealand short 
fiction, investing character, scene and 
dialogue with a distinctive, engaging 
voice. Often moving, frequently funny, 
and always relatable, Pastoral Care marks 
the arrival of a bold new voice in New 
Zealand fiction.

Pastoral Care is the second title in the 
Landfall Tauraka Short Stories series, 
following Pretty Ugly by Kirsty Gunn 
(2024).

Paperback | 210 x 148mm | 246pp | ISBN  978-1-99-134810-4 | $35
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand. Published August.

JOHN PRINS has a Master of Creative 
Writing from Auckland University. His 
stories have been published in Landfall and 
Newsroom. He lives with his family in Tāmaki 
Makaurau Auckland. Pastoral Care is his first 
book.
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HIDING PLACES

Hiding Places is a compelling and 
beautifully written meditation on early 
motherhood and creativity. Told through 
a series of fragments that range from raw 
and troubled to delightful and hilarious, 
this remarkable book responds to the 
unexpected shocks and discoveries of 
becoming a mother, drawing on excerpts 
from family letters and secretive medical 
records, and advice contained in Truby 
King’s 1913 tract, Feeding and Care of Baby.

Partly a slowly unfurling unsent love 
letter to an admired writer, partly a ‘book 
of essays that is a notebook about trying 
to write a book of essays’, and partly 
an attempt to simply hang on through 
tumultuous times, Hiding Places deftly 
blends personal reflection with family 
history, social critique and literary analysis. 
The result is a fresh, funny and deeply 
moving look at what it means to care and 
to create – at what gets lost or hidden in 
the process, and what is found or revealed. 
‘It’s not what she says,’ writes Edmeades, 
‘but how she says it that reveals what hides 
beneath.’ 

Paperback | 210 x 150mm | 148pp approx. | ISBN  978-1-99-134811-1 | $35
Published September.

LYNLEY EDMEADES has an MA in Creative 
Writing from Queen’s University Belfast and 
a PhD in avant-garde literature from the 
University of Otago. Her previous books 
include As the Verb Tenses (Otago University 
Press, 2016), Listening In (Otago University 
Press, 2019) and Bordering on Miraculous, a 
collaboration with artist Saskia Leek (Massey 
University Press, 2022). She is the current editor 
of Landfall Tauraka and teaches English and 
creative writing at Ōtākou Whakaihu Waka.
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OTAGO UNIVERSITY PRESS
oup.nz

Announcing the winner of  the

Landfall Young Writers’ Essay Competition 2025

Editor  Lynley Edmeades  Cover  Kate van der Drift

NON-FICTION  Maddie Ballard, Airini Beautrais, Lucinda Birch, Amy Brown, Joan 

Fleming, Mia-Francesca Jones, Emma Hughes, Lauren Vargo, Jessica Wilkinson  

POETRY  Nicola Andrews, Nick Ascroft, Rebecca Ball, Cindy Botha, Nathaniel Calhoun, 

Chris Cantillon, Medb Charleton, Brett Cross, Mark Edgecombe, David Eggleton, 

Michelle Elvy, Craig Foltz, Michael Hall, Chris Holdaway, Greg Judkins, Fiona Kidman, 

Wes Lee, Zoë Meager, Harvey Molloy, Federico Monsalve, Emma Neale, Mikaela 

Nyman, Claire Orchard, Vaughan Rapatahana, Harry Ricketts, Nicola Thorstensen, 

Ariana Tikao, Chris Tse, Rose Whitau, Kit Willett, Kirby Wright, Nicholas Wright,  

Zephyr Zhang   FICTION  Connie Buchanan, Lorraine Carmody, Thom Conroy, Kristin 

Kelly, Michelle Duff, Scott Menzies, James O’Sullivan, James Pasley, Phoebe Wright  

REVIEW  David Herkt, Simone Oettli, Iain Sharp, Ian Wedde, Bronwyn Wylie-Gibb,  

Helene Wong   ART  Ayesha Green, Pat Kraus, Kate van der Drift
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Landfal l 
TAURAKA

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY ISSUE
announcing the winner

LANDFALL TAURAKA ESSAY PRIZE 2025
KATHLEEN GRATTAN POETRY AWARD 2025

CASELBERG TRUST INTERNATIONAL POETRY PRIZE 2025

LANDFALL TAURAKA 250
SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY ISSUE
SPRING 2025

Editor LYNLEY EDMEADES   
Cover FIONA PARDINGTON

Aotearoa New Zealand’s longest-running 
arts and literary journal honours its 
milestone 250th issue with a new look and 
a new name. Landfall Tauraka 250 is filled 
with work from emerging and established 
writers and artists. This beautiful, 
collectable special spring edition sings with 
many voices in a wide-ranging celebration 
of imaginative thought and creativity. 

Alongside the finest new writing, art 
and reviews from across the motu, the 
commemorative 250th issue debuts the 
Landfall Tauraka Craft Interview – a 
kōrero between Bill Manhire and editor 
Lynley Edmeades – and features reflections 
from cherished writers and artists on 
the journal’s enduring impact. It also 
announces the winners of three major 
literary awards: the 2025 Kathleen Grattan 
Poetry Award, judged by Chris Tse; the 
2025 Landfall Tauraka Essay Prize, judged 
by Tina Makereti; and the 2025 Caselberg 
Trust International Poetry Prize, judged by 
Robert Sullivan.

Landfall Tauraka was founded in 1947 
as a periodical dedicated to New Zealand 
poetry, fiction, essays, art, criticism 
and reviews. The journal has been in 
continuous publication for nearly 80 
years. In that time, it has become a living 
taonga, a record of creative and critical 
expression in Aotearoa, and a platform 
for an extraordinary range of voices. More 
than 2500 contributors have appeared in 
its pages, together producing almost 9000 
pieces of work.

Paperback | 213 x 138mm | 248pp approx. | 16pp Colour | ISBN  978-1-99-134814-2 | $35
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand. Published October.

LYNLEY EDMEADES is the author of the 
creative non-fiction book Hiding Places (Otago 
University Press 2025); two poetry collections, 
As the Verb Tenses (Otago University Press, 
2016) and Listening In (Otago University Press, 
2019); and a poetry and art picture book 
for adults, Bordering on Miraculous (Massey 
University Press, 2022), in collaboration with 
Saskia Leek. She has an MA in creative writing 
from the Seamus Heaney Centre for Poetry 
at Queen’s University of Belfast and holds a 
PhD in avant-garde poetics from the University 
of Otago. She currently teaches poetry and 
creative writing on the English programme at 
the University of Otago.
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RUTH DALLAS
A WRITER’S LIFE

Ruth Dallas (1919–2008) is one of 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s most distinctive, 
respected and influential literary voices. 
Yet despite her international success 
and her enduring presence as one of the 
country’s most anthologised poets, the 
full extent of her contribution to New 
Zealand literature has been relatively 
unexamined and under-appreciated. 
Now Diana Morrow’s comprehensive 
biography, Ruth Dallas: A writer’s life, 
redresses this imbalance, and gives this 
outwardly quiet South Islander her due 
place in the spotlight as a significant poet, 
fiction writer and children’s author.

Drawing on Dallas’s 1991 
autobiography, Curved Horizon, her 
writing notebooks and journals, and 
letters and interviews, Morrow shows 
how the young girl whose first published 
work appeared in the children’s pages of 
the Southland Daily News grew up to 
become the internationally acclaimed 
author of nine poetry collections, a book 
of short stories and eight children’s books.

In this beautifully written and 
generously illustrated biography, Morrow 
gives us the Ruth Dallas that her family 
and friends knew and loved: a private 
person with a lively outlook on life; a 
serious and informed writer with an 
impish sense of humour; and a writer 
of rare clarity and insight whose work 
has enriched the lives of generations of 
readers in New Zealand and around the 
world.

Paperback | 240 x 170mm | 280pp | Illustrated, 16pp colour | ISBN  978-1-99-134812-8 | $45 
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand. Published November.

DIANA MORROW, based in Tāmaki 
Makaurau Auckland, is the author of Kate 
Edger: The life of a pioneer feminist (Otago 
University Press, 2021). She has also co-
authored several local histories, among 
them Urban Village: The story of Ponsonby, 
Freeman’s Bay and St. Mary’s Bay (2008), 
as well as a general history of New Zealand, 
Changing Times: New Zealand since 1945 
(2013). She co-edited and contributed to City 
of Enterprise: A history of Auckland business 
(2006) and Jewish Lives in New Zealand 
(2011) and wrote a chapter for A History of the 
New Zealand Foreign Service (2022).

Words break out of us;
We are made of words, as leaves
Make sheltering trees.

from ‘Haiku’ 
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This Moment, Every Moment 

Ruth Dallas

Edited by  

Nicola Cummins
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Ruth Dallas’s voice is unique within Aotearoa New Zealand 
literature. Her internationally acclaimed poetry reveals a profound 

connection to the natural world, grounded in the landscapes of 
Otago and Southland, yet reaching far beyond them. It is marked 
by clarity, elegance and a quiet simplicity – qualities shaped in part 
by her deep appreciation of classical Chinese poetry and thought.

Bringing together all of Dallas’s published collections and 
early, previously uncollected work, This Moment, Every Moment 

demonstrates the majesty of Dallas’s craft across her  
lifetime of poetic work.

‘No other poems 
written in this country 
move me & haunt me 
as Ruth’s do.’ 

— Charles Brasch

Ruth Dallas full cover.indd   1Ruth Dallas full cover.indd   1 03/07/2025   12:23 PM03/07/2025   12:23 PM

THIS MOMENT, EVERY MOMENT
RUTH DALLAS, COLLECTED POEMS

Hardback with ribbon | 213 x 138mm | 388pp | ISBN  978-1-99-134809-8 | $50
Published November.

RUTH DALLAS (1919–2018) is one of 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s most distinguished 
poets. Among other awards and recognition, 
she held the Robert Burns Fellowship at the 
University of Otago, received an honorary 
Doctor of Literature from the same university, 
and was awarded a CBE for her services to 
literature.

NICOLA CUMMINS Nicola Cummins is 
based in Ōtepoti Dunedin and teaches on 
the English and Linguistics Programme at the 
University of Otago.
 

I am fastened to the earth.
Travelling.
Where?

from ‘Night’

This Moment, Every Moment is a new and 
updated edition of the collected poems of 
internationally renowned Aotearoa New 
Zealand poet Ruth Dallas. Edited and 
introduced by Nicola Cummins, and with 
cover art by Kushana Bush, this volume 
brings together previously uncollected 
poems written in Dallas’s youth, alongside 
all her published collections – from her 
arrival in 1953 as a significant voice in 
the New Zealand literary landscape with 
Country Road and Other Poems, 1947–52, 
to her final book, The Joy of a Ming Vase, 
published in 2006.

Ruth Dallas’s voice is unique within the 
New Zealand literary canon. Her poetry 
is characterised by a profound connection 
to nature and seasonal rhythms. It is 
deeply grounded in place – often to 
locations in Otago and Southland, where 
she spent most of her life – yet universal 
in its reach. The clarity, elegance and 
apparent simplicity of her style owe much 
to her interest in classical Chinese poetry 
and thought.

This Moment, Every Moment richly 
demonstrates the majesty of Dallas’s craft 
across her lifetime of poetic work.

No other poems written in this 
country move me & haunt me as 
Ruth’s do.

—Charles Brasch
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OVERLAND TO THE ISLAND
NEW ZEALAND TO SKYE WITH 
SIX KIDS IN A HOMEMADE 
HOUSE-TRUCK

Overland to the Island tells the lively and 
frequently jaw-dropping story of Alan 
and Joan MacLeod’s 1963 journey from 
Dunedin to the Isle of Skye in Scotland 
with their six children, aged five to fifteen. 
Travelling in a homemade house-truck 
called Holdfast – built by Alan using a 
Ford tractor engine, a city bus cab and the 
chassis of a WWII armoured scout car – 
the family embarked on an extraordinary 
adventure around the world.

Wending overland through territories 
and cultures unfamiliar to most Westerners 
in 1963, the MacLeods’ expedition 
attracted much media attention, but the 
complete story has not been told until now. 
Written by their granddaughter Hannah 
Bulloch, Overland to the Island is both 
an engrossing tale about a trek through 
a 1960s world since reshaped by politics 
and technology, and the author’s quest to 
understand the emotional and personal 
impacts of this arduous undertaking.

Drawing on family conversations 
and diaries, Bulloch reflects on her 
grandfather’s motivations for such a risky 
adventure, her grandmother’s resilience 
under pressure, and the lifelong effects on 
the children.

Illustrated, with maps, and beautifully 
written, Overland to the Island is the 
remarkable story of a bold, eccentric and 
somewhat ramshackle family pilgrimage, 
navigating strained relationships and life-
threatening dangers with fortitude, luck, 
naivety, Kiwi ingenuity – and above all, by 
making friends along the way.

Paperback | 235 x 155mm | 360pp | Colour throughout | ISBN  978-1-99-134813-5 | $45
Published November.

HANNAH BULLOCH is a social 
anthropologist at the University of Otago. 
Overland to the Island is her first work of 
creative non-fiction.

‘How about going for a drive?’
‘Where?’
‘Around the world.’
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Liar, Liar, Lick, Spit
Emma Neale
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Let us praise
the small evasions:
the missed call
the slight sore throat,
the prior engagement … From ‘Little Fibs’

Fibs, porkies, little white lies, absolute whoppers and criminal evasions: the ways we 
can deceive each other are legion.

 From the unwitting tricks our minds play to the mischievous pinch of subconscious 
imitation; from the corruptions of imperialism or abuse to the dreams and stories we weave 
for our own survival, Liar, Liar, Lick, Spit catalogues scenes that seem to suggest our species 
could be named for its subterfuge as much as for its wisdom. Yet at its core are also some 
tenets to hold to: deep bonds of love, the renewal children offer, a hunger for social justice, 
and the sharp realities nature presents us with, if we are willing to look.

 Prompted by the rich implications in a line from Joseph Brodsky — ‘The real history of 
consciousness starts with one’s first lie’ — Ōtepoti poet and writer Emma Neale combines a 
personal memoir of childhood lies with an exploration of wider social deceptions.

 
Emma Neale’s new collection is a rich, profound meditation upon humanity and 
inhumanity. Through Neale’s deft craft, at turns tender and erudite, the power of poetry to 
hold a mirror to the mind and heart is always vital, always sage. — SIOBHAN HARVEY

EMMA NEALE is a novelist and poet. Liar, Liar, Lick, Spit is her seventh poetry collection, 
following To the Occupant (Otago University Press, 2019). Recognition for her work includes 
the 2008 NZSA Janet Frame Memorial Award for Literature and the 2011 Kathleen Grattan 
Award for Poetry for The Truth Garden (Otago University Press, 2012). In 2020 Neale was 
awarded the Lauris Edmond Memorial Prize for a Distinguished Contribution to New Zealand 
Poetry. A former editor of Landfall, she lives in Ōtepoti Dunedin and works as a freelance editor 
for publishers in New Zealand and Australia.

Liar liar cover with back.indd   1Liar liar cover with back.indd   1 23/10/24   11:52 AM23/10/24   11:52 AM

LIAR, LIAR, LICK, SPIT

WINNER OF THE 2025 
OCKHAM NEW ZEALAND  
MARY AND PETER BIGGS 
AWARD FOR POETRY

Fibs, porkies, little white lies, absolute 
whoppers and criminal evasions: the ways 
we can deceive each other are legion.

From the unwitting tricks our 
minds play to the mischievous pinch 
of subconscious imitation; from the 
corruptions of imperialism or abuse 
to the dreams and stories we weave for 
our own survival, Liar, Liar, Lick, Spit 
catalogues scenes that seem to suggest 
our species could be named for its 
subterfuge as much as for its wisdom. 

Yet at its core are also some tenets to 
hold to: deep bonds of love, the renewal 
children offer, a hunger for social justice, 
and the sharp realities nature presents us 
with, if we are willing to look.

Prompted by the rich implications in 
a line from Joseph Brodsky – ‘The real 
history of consciousness start with one’s 
first lie’ – Ōtepoti poet and writer Emma 
Neale combines a personal memoir of 
childhood lies with an exploration of 
wider social deceptions.
 

EMMA NEALE is a novelist and poet. Liar, 
Liar, Lick, Spit is her seventh poetry collection, 
following To the Occupant (Otago University 
Press, 2019). Recognition for her work includes 
the 2008 NZSA Janet Frame Memorial Award 
for Literature and the 2011 Kathleen Grattan 
Award for Poetry for The Truth Garden (Otago 
University Press, 2012). In 2020 Neale was 
awarded the Lauris Edmond Memorial Prize for 
a Distinguished Contribution to New Zealand 
Poetry. A former editor of Landfall, she lives in 
Ōtepoti Dunedin and works as a freelance editor 
for publishers in New Zealand and Australia.

Paperback | 235 x 170mm | 90pp | ISBN  978-1-99-004888-3 | $30
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand.

RECENT RELEASES

Neale is … fantastically sensitive 
to figurative language and its 
possibilities. There's also scepticism, 
a sense of malaise and unease, 
but bolstered by a quick wit, 
liveliness and humour, … thought 
moves through the lines, arriving 
simultaneously with the word. 

– Judge's report,  
Ockham New Zealand Book Awards 2025

A NEW ZEALAND LISTENER  
TOP POETRY BOOK OF 2024
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KIRSTY GUNN is an internationally published 
novelist and short story writer whose recent 
work has appeared in Landfall, NZ Listener 
and Newsroom. She has received multiple 
prizes and awards, including Book of the Year 
at the 2013 New Zealand Post Awards for 
her novel The Big Music (Faber, 2012) and 
her fiction is widely anthologised, broadcast 
and adapted into film, theatre and a range of 
media.

Gunn thrills and unsettles in this 
darkly glittering collection. Pretty 
spectacular.

—Catherine Chidgey

I am fully in love with Kirsty Gunn’s 
stories. They hit the heart of life so 
truly it makes me quiver.

—Jane Campion

PRETTY UGLY

SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2025 
OCKHAM NEW ZEALAND  
JANN MEDLICOTT ACORN 
PRIZE FOR FICTION

In Pretty Ugly, Kirsty Gunn reminds us 
that ambiguity and complication are 
elemental forces in a human life, and grist 
to the storyteller’s mill. These 13 darkly 
compelling stories, set in New Zealand 
and in the UK, are testament to Gunn’s 
unrivalled ability to look directly into the 
troubled human heart and draw out what 
dwells there. The ‘ugly’ of these stories, 
she writes, is to do with ‘considering how 
much a person’s life can bear’.

Longings, compulsions, jealousies, 
dreams; ambitions realised, desires 
denied: Gunn’s steady clear-eyed 
gaze unsettles complacencies, reveals 
duplicities, and gathers us all into the 
fold. She brings unease and compassion 
for the human condition in equal 
measure to the page. Each of these stories 
is an exquisite, thorn-sharp bouquet.

Pretty Ugly is the inaugural title in a new 
series of short story collections from 
Landfall Tauraka and Otago University 
Press, celebrating the art of short fiction 
in Aotearoa New Zealand.

Paperback | 210 x 148mm | 356pp | ISBN  978-1-99-004889-0 | $35
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand.
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KOE
AN AOTEAROA ECOPOETRY 
ANTHOLOGY

In Koe, editors Janet Newman and Robert 
Sullivan reveal the genesis, development 
and heritage of a unique Aotearoa New 
Zealand ecopoetry derived from both 
traditional Māori poetry and the English 
language poetry canon. Organised 
chronologically into three sections –
representing the early years (poets born 
in or before the nineteenth century), the 
middle years of the twentieth century, 
and the twenty-first-century ‘now’ – 
each segment presents a diverse array 
of voices. Across all these time frames, 
speaking from the conditions of their era, 
the poets delve into themes of humility, 
reverence and interconnectedness with 
the nonhuman world. They challenge 
traditional Eurocentric perspectives, 
highlight the significance of indigenous 
narratives, and wrestle with the impacts 
of European colonisation. 

With these poems of celebration, elegy, 
apprehension, hope and activism, Koe 
gives us the history that holds our future.

A NEW ZEALAND LISTENER  
TOP POETRY BOOK OF 2024

EDITORS

JANET NEWMAN lives in Koputaroa, 
Horowhenua. She holds a PhD from Massey 
University for her research on ecopoetry in 
New Zealand. Janet was awarded the Journal 
of New Zealand Literature Prize for New 
Zealand Literary Studies in 2014 and 2016 and 
was a finalist for the 2019 Kathleen Grattan 
Poetry Award. Her debut poetry collection, 
Unseasoned Campaigner (Otago University 
Press, 2021), won the 2022 New Zealand 
Society of Authors Heritage Book Award for 
Poetry.

ROBERT SULLIVAN (Ngāpuhi, Kāi Tahu) is 
an associate professor of creative writing at 
Massey University. He is the author of 10 books 
of poetry, a graphic novel and an award-
winning book of Māori legends for children. 
Robert has also co-edited several anthologies 
of Māori and Polynesian poetry. Among his 
accolades, Robert received the 2022 Lauris 
Edmond Memorial Award for his distinguished 
contribution to New Zealand poetry.

Paperback with flaps | 220 x 170mm | 300pp | ISBN  978-1-99-004881-4 | $50
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand.

An essential anthology … 
Through these poems of celebration, 
elegy, fear, hope, and activism, Koe 
offers a profound meditation on the 
history that holds our future. 

—Chris Reed 
for NZ Booklovers
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REMEMBERING AND 
BECOMING
ORAL HISTORY IN AOTEAROA 
NEW ZEALAND

Remembering and Becoming investigates 
how personal narratives can deepen our 
understanding of Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
history. The contributing authors, drawing 
from diverse backgrounds and extensive 
experience, use interviews to explore 
themes such as ethnicity, culture, class, 
religion, gender, place, sexuality, age, 
family and war. The insights gained from 
these interviews challenge conventional 
historical assumptions and reveal the 
unique perspectives that oral histories 
provide. Accessible and engaging, 
Remembering and Becoming highlights the 
crucial role of oral history in expanding 
our views of the past.

CONTRIBUTORS
Robyn Andrews, Dean Broughton, Helena 
Cook, Deborah Dunsford, Helen Frizzell, Anna 
Green, Megan Hutching, Margaret Kawharu, 
Natalie Looyer, Jane Moodie, Pip Oldham, 
Megan Pōtiki, Elizabeth Ward, Cheryl Ware.

This is an incredibly exciting book. 
If you’re interested in oral history, 
this book is for you. I think you 
could say, oral history is not only 
thriving but nicely subversive. 

—Paul Diamond for Nine to Noon

In an era dominated by fast-paced 
media and digital communication, 
the book celebrates the enduring 
relevance of oral history as a 
tool for commemoration and 
understanding.

—Chris Reed for NZ Booklovers

EDITORS

ANNA GREEN is an adjunct professor 
at Te Herenga Waka Victoria University of 
Wellington’s Stout Research Centre for NZ 
Studies. She specialises in memory and oral 
history using an interdisciplinary approach 
drawn from psychology, anthropology, 
sociology and literature. Anna serves as 
president of The National Oral History 
Association of New Zealand and contributes 
to various international scholarly associations 
and journals.

MEGAN HUTCHING has worked as an 
oral historian for over 30 years, including at 
Auckland Libraries and Te Manatū Taonga. 
She has published on a wide range of topics, 
including immigration and New Zealand’s 
involvement in World War II and has an 
abiding interest in the history of women’s 
political activism.

Paperback | 240 x 170mm | 228pp | Black and white illustrations | ISBN  978-1-99-004883-8 | $45
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand.



252025 NEW TITLES   IRECENT RELEASES   I

Paperback with flaps | 270 x 240mm | 248pp | Full colour | ISBN  978-1-99-004859-3 | $50
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand.

JENNIFER CATTERMOLE is an associate 
professor at the University of Otago. She is 
one of Aotearoa’s leading ethnomusicologists 
with a particular interest in Māori, Moriori and 
Pacific Island music. She is passionate about 
taonga pūoro and is an experienced player, 
maker and educator.

ECHOES FROM HAWAIKI
THE ORIGINS AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF MĀORI 
AND MORIORI MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

Echoes from Hawaiki is a comprehensive 
account of taonga pūoro ancestral musical 
traditions and instrument-playing 
techniques.

In this thoroughly researched and 
beautifully illustrated book, Jennifer 
Cattermole traces the origins and 
development of taonga pūoro, the stories 
they carry and how they connect present-
day iwi with ancestral knowledge and 
traditions. She shows how traditional 
Māori and Moriori musical instruments 
have developed in response to available 
materials and evolving cultural needs, 
from their ancestral origins through the 
suppression of their use in nineteenth and 
early twentieth-century Aotearoa New 
Zealand, to their revival in the present day.

An essential resource for all who are 
interested in taonga pūoro as treasured 
objects and as voices through time and 
place.

How did our forebears succeed 
in creating a bountiful array of 
musical instruments using stone tools 
and natural materials? This book 
answers that question in fine detail 
and also reveals how our present 
generation is reviving indigenous 
culture and language, thereby 
sustaining our brightly burning fires. 

—Huata Holmes (Kāitahu, Kāti Mamoe, 
Waitaha, Hāwea a Rapuwai ano)

Cattermole pitches it perfectly.  
Her passion shines through … 
she’s written this book … to inspire, 
inform and pass on her knowledge 
… The photography is absolutely 
stunning, highlighting the taonga 
pūoro as the important treasures 
they are. A QR code takes readers 
to sound recordings … a lovely, 
and important, touch. 

—Rebekah Lyell
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A deeply observant, 

inspiring journal 

that drew me in 

with each unfolding 

season. Sharland’s 

writing is equal 

parts visual and 

tactile, the mark of 

a true nature writer.

— Laurence  
Fearnley

Miriam Sharland is a writer and editor. Her 
essays, reviews and features have been 
published widely in books, journals, magazines 
and newspapers, and online. Heart Stood Still 
is her first book.

KA HAEA TE ATA

KA HAEA TE ATA

otago university press
Te Whare Tā o Te Wānanga o Ōtākou
otago.ac.nz/press

Heart Stood Still is an eco-memoir and a 
lyrical portrait of Manawatū, Aotearoa. In 
early 2020, Miriam Sharland was nearing the 
end of a 17-year adventure in Aotearoa and 
was set to return to her family and friends in 
England when Covid put an end to her travel 
plans. Facing isolation, Sharland turned 
to the natural beauty of Manawatū to find 
healing and a sense of belonging in a time of 
uncertainty.
 
Through a series of quiet and contemplative 
personal essays that follow the pattern of 
the seasons, Sharland weaves reflections on 
her life and family history with observations 
on the native and introduced plants and 
animals about her; all tinged with her 
experience as ‘an unsettled settler’ in 
Aotearoa.

Sharland full cover.indd   1Sharland full cover.indd   1 7/03/24   10:24 AM7/03/24   10:24 AM

HEART STOOD STILL

Heart Stood Still is an eco-memoir and a 
lyrical portrait of Manawatū, Aotearoa. 
In early 2020, Miriam Sharland was 
nearing the end of a 17-year adventure 
in Aotearoa and was set to return to her 
family and friends in England when 
Covid put an end to her travel plans. 
Facing isolation, Sharland turned to 
the natural beauty of Manawatū to find 
healing and a sense of belonging in a time 
of uncertainty.

 Through a series of quiet and 
contemplative personal essays that follow 
the pattern of the seasons, Sharland 
weaves reflections on her life and family 
history with observations on the native 
and introduced plants and animals about 
her; all tinged with her experience as ‘an 
unsettled settler’ in Aotearoa.

Heart Stood Still is a part of the Ka 
Haea Te Ata series by Otago University 
Press: books that cast light on issues of 
importance in Aotearoa today.

A deeply observant, inspiring 
journal that drew me in with each 
unfolding season. Sharland’s 
writing is equal parts visual and 
tactile, the mark of a true nature 
writer.

—Laurence Fearnley

MIRIAM SHARLAND is a writer and editor 
focusing on creative non-fiction, travel, 
biography/memoir and natural history. Based 
in England and Aotearoa New Zealand, her 
essays, reviews and features have appeared 
in numerous books, journals, magazines 
and newspapers, and online. These include 
Reader’s Digest, The Dark Mountain Project, 
The Dominion Post, Headland and Adventure 
Travel. In 2021 she was awarded a writing 
grant from the Earle Creativity Trust and in 
2022 she was runner-up in the New Zealand 
Society of Authors Central Districts summer 
essay competition. Heart Stood Still is her first 
book.

Paperback | 210 x 148mm | 184pp | ISBN  978-1-99-004870-8 | $35
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand.
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THE TWISTED CHAIN

LONGLISTED FOR THE 2025 
OCKHAM NEW ZEALAND 
GENERAL NON-FICTION 
AWARD

In the winter of 1969, a sore throat 
signalled the beginning of a life-altering 
journey for a Whangārei schoolboy named 
Keg. Diagnosed with rheumatic fever, 
Keg faced a future marked by debilitating 
symptoms and irreversible heart damage. 

In The Twisted Chain, author and 
researcher Jason Gurney – Keg’s son – 
recounts his father’s personal battle and 
the broader implications of living under 
the shadow of this devastating disease. 
Aotearoa New Zealand has among the 
highest rates of rheumatic fever in the 
world, with more than 90% of cases found 
in Māori and Pasifika communities. 
Gurney critiques the socio-political 
decisions that enable this preventable 
health crisis and advocates for systemic 
change. The Twisted Chain is a vital read 
and an urgent call to action.

The Twisted Chain is a part of the Ka 
Haea Te Ata series by Otago University 
Press: books that cast light on issues of 
importance in Aotearoa today.

It’s a profound account of the 
most important things in life, of 
growing up, valuing whānau, 
having an inquisitive mind and a 
social conscience, and making a 
difference in the world, all told … in 
a highly readable personal way. It 
is a book that … should be read by 
all.   —Professor Michael Baker

DR JASON GURNEY (Ngāpuhi) is the 
Director of the Cancer and Chronic Conditions 
(C3) Research Group, and an associate 
professor in the Department of Public Health at 
the University of Otago (Wellington campus). 
He has worked in the public health sector in 
epidemiology for the past 15 years. In 2018 he 
was awarded the Health Research Council of 
New Zealand (HRC) Māori Emerging Leader 
Fellowship, and in 2023 was part of a team 
awarded the HRC Liley Medal for research 
into the causes of rheumatic fever. The Twisted 
Chain is his first book.

Woven of memoir, science 
and history, The Twisted Chain  
stands with the best in its genre. 
Storytelling has the power to 
change the world, and this is one 
of those stories.

—Emma Wehipeihana

Paperback | 210 x 148mm | 160pp  | ISBN  978-1-99-004879-1 | $35
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand.
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POWER TO WIN
THE LIVING WAGE MOVEMENT 
IN AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND

In Power to Win, Lyndy McIntyre tells the 
story of the Living Wage Movement in 
Aotearoa New Zealand from its roots to 
the present day.  Focusing on the people 
involved, she tracks the movement’s 
efforts to lift the wages of the most 
disadvantaged in our workforce – women, 
Māori, Pacifica, migrants and refugees, 
and young workers. McIntyre provides 
a window into the lives of these workers 
and those committed to ending in-work 
poverty: the activists, faith groups, unions 
and community organisations who come 
together to tilt the axis of power from 
employers to low-wage workers.
 Power to Win is the record of an 
extraordinarily successful movement.  
It is a celebration of hope and humanity, 
and an inspiring read. This book shows 
that communities have power and that 
change can happen.

This is a vitally important story that 
deserves to be told. 

—Sue Bradford

Power to Win is a story of fierce 
hope, deep alliances, smart 
strategy, and a willingness of many, 
many people to work tirelessly, 
on multiple fronts, for wages that 
people can live decent lives on.

—Rebecca Macfie

Veteran campaigner LYNDY MCINTYRE has 
been active in the New Zealand trade union 
movement for more than 40 years. She was 
a key member of Living Wage Movement 
Aotearoa New Zealand from its inception in 
2011 until 2020, when she retired from her role 
as a community organiser and began to write 
this story of the movement.

Paperback | 230 x 150mm | 276pp | Illustrated, 16-pp colour | ISBN  978-1-99-004875-3 | $45
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand.
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Forms of Freedom
Marxist  
essays in  
New Zealand 
and Australian 
literature

Dougal     McNeill
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ISBN 978-1-99-004876-0
otago university press
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Forms of Freedom reinvigorates the question of whether, 
and how, the creative literary imagination can influence 
progressive social change in the real world.

In engaging prose and with impressive intellectual range, 
Dougal McNeill applies insights from Marxist critical theory 
to the works of selected Aotearoa New Zealand and Australian 
writers, revealing literature’s capacity to find potent forms with 
which to articulate concepts of and beliefs about freedom.

Forms of Freedom is an essential book for students and 
researchers of Aotearoa New Zealand and Australian literature.

Authors whose work is discussed  

in Forms of Freedom include: PIP ADAM;  

MARY GILMORE; PATRICIA GRACE; DOROTHY 

HEWETT; HARRY HOLLAND; EVE LANGLEY; 

HENRY LAWSON; AMANDA LOHREY; 

ELSIE LOCKE; EMILY PERKINS; ALICE 

TAWHAI; HONE TUWHARE; ELLEN 

VAN NEERVEN; ALBERT WENDT.

DOUGAL McNEILL teaches in the English Literatures and 
Creative Communication Programme at Te Herenga Waka Victoria 
University Wellington. He is active in the Tertiary Education Union.
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DOUGAL McNEILL teaches in the English 
Literatures & Creative Communication 
Programme at Te Herenga Waka Victoria 
University of Wellington. He is active in the 
Tertiary Education Union. His other books 
include Writing the 1926 General Strike,  
co-authored with Charles Ferrall, and an 
edition of Harry Holland’s Robert Burns:  
Poet and revolutionist.

… an argument for pleasure and 
connection and relationships. I am 
grateful for this book as a Māori 
writer and reader who has been 
thinking a lot about freedom and 
how literature can allow for it.

—Tina Makereti for The Spinoff

Ambitious, entertaining and  
hard-thought.

—Steve Braunias

FORMS OF FREEDOM
MARXIST ESSAYS IN NEW 
ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIAN 
LITERATURE

LONGLISTED FOR THE 2025 
OCKHAM NEW ZEALAND 
GENERAL NON-FICTION 
AWARD

SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2025 
WALTER McRAE RUSSELL AWARD 
(AUSTRALIA)

Forms of Freedom reinvigorates the 
question of whether, and how, the creative 
literary imagination can influence 
progressive social change in the real 
world.

In engaging prose and with impressive 
intellectual range, Dougal McNeill applies 
insights from Marxist critical theory 
to the works of selected Aotearoa New 
Zealand and Australian writers, revealing 
literature’s capacity to find potent forms 
with which to articulate concepts of and 
beliefs about freedom.

Forms of Freedom is an essential book 
for students and researchers of Aotearoa 
New Zealand and Australian literature.

Authors whose work is discussed 
include: Pip Adam, Mary Gilmore, 
Patricia Grace, Dorothy Hewett, Harry 
Holland, Eve Langley, Henry Lawson, 
Amanda Lohrey, Elsie Locke, Emily 
Perkins, Alice Tawhai, Hone Tuwhare, 
Ellen van Neerven and Albert Wendt.

Paperback | 230 x 150mm | 248pp | ISBN  978-1-99-004876-0 | $45
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand.
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MEANTIME

During the Covid-19 pandemic, eighteen 
thousand uncrossable kilometres lay 
between poet Majella Cullinane in 
Aotearoa New Zealand and her mother in 
Ireland, a separation unbridgeable even 
by phone as Cullinane’s mother’s language 
was increasingly lost to dementia. 
Meantime calls and keens across this 
terrible distance.

 These poems are works of vigil and 
devotion, breathed into existence by 
a daughter who could not be at the 
bedside of her beloved parent. Personal 
and universal in its themes, Meantime 
possesses a gravitas born of sorrow, 
steeped in love.

 A warm, spirited conversation about 
memory and forgetting, Meantime is 
a celebration of the power of voice to 
connect and heal.

A NEW ZEALAND LISTENER  
TOP POETRY BOOK OF 2024

I love this collection so much.  
I love its gentleness, its exposures, 
its pain and its healing. And above 
all, its love.

—Paula Green for NZ Poetry Shelf

The finest and most moving new 
collection that I have read for a 
long time.

—Vincent O’Sullivan

Originally from Ireland, MAJELLA 
CULLINANE has lived in New Zealand since 
2008. Her previous collection, Whisper of 
a Crow’s Wing (Otago University Press and 
Salmon Poetry), was chosen as one of the 
New Zealand Listener’s Top Ten Poetry Books 
of 2018. Her writing has been published 
internationally, and she has held residencies 
and fellowships in Ireland, Scotland and New 
Zealand. Majella holds a PhD in Creative 
Practice from the University of Otago and lives 
in Kōpūtai, Port Chalmers with her family.

Paperback | 230 x 165mm | 82pp | ISBN  978-1-99-004880-7 | $30
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand.
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BLUE HOUR

WINNER OF THE KATHLEEN 
GRATTAN POETRY AWARD 2023

Set in the green spaces and urban grit 
of contemporary Te Whanganui-a-Tara 
Wellington, this award-winning debut 
collection unfolds like a Gothic fairytale. 
Darkness and light ripple through these 
haunting, intimate poems, which draw on 
themes of love, madness, betrayal, desire 
and recovery to tell the story of a woman 
searching among the images and events of 
her life for answers – sometimes finding 
them, sometimes not.

‘You know,’ writes McNeice,  
‘we are irregular verbs. / You know  
the universe is harsh.’ In the remarkable 
universe created by these poems, the 
irregular is allowed. Here, mermaids, 
angels and wolves share space with 
everyday sparrows in plum trees and 
dandelions on the lawn.

Meet me in the in-between
where the negative
is being developed. 
                                From ‘Blue hour’

JO McNEICE is a Te Whanganui-a-Tara 
poet whose work has appeared in Turbine | 
Kapohau, Sport, JAAM and Mayhem. In 2023, 
she won the prestigious Kathleen Grattan 
Poetry Award, judged by Anne Kennedy,  
for the manuscript of Blue Hour.

This is a book that reveals more 
luminous beauty with each 
additional reading, offering new 
connections from image to image, 
poem to poem, drawing its reader 
ever deeper.’

—Sophie van Waardenberg  
for Kete Books

Paperback | 230 x 150mm | 68pp | ISBN  978-1-99-004882-1 | $30
Published with the assistance of Creative New Zealand.
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Next, Poems 2016–2021 
Alan Roddick

Ghosts 
Siobhan Harvey

O me voy, o te vas, 
One of us must go 
Rogelio Guedea, Roger Hickin

The Wilder Years |
Respirator: A Poet 
Laureate collection
David Eggleton

Brass Band to Follow 
Bryan Walpert

T H E 
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The Pistils is a dispatch from the cusp of change. On the
surface Janet Charman uses plain speech to ‘tell it like it is’ 
on topics of domesticity, sex, community, society and politics. 
At the same time, this collection is intricately layered and 
unashamedly emotional, sometimes searingly so. Within these 
pages Charman chronicles her experience with transition –  
to the digital age, to single life after bereavement, to carbon-
neutral living, to ageing and mortality. 

Janet Charman is a complete original in voice and content; 
there is no one like her. She finds the exquisite in the 
vernacular and grit in the lyric. Her poems miraculously 
reveal how moments – absurd, aching, loving – represent 
existence itself.     

—Anne Kennedy

JANET CHARMAN is one of New Zealand’s sharpest and most 

subversive writers. In 2008 she won the Montana Book Award for 

Poetry for her sixth collection, Cold Snack. In 2009 she was a visiting 

fellow at the International Writers’ Workshop of Hong Kong Baptist 

University. In 2014 she appeared as a guest reader at the Taipei 

International Poetry Forum. Her collection 仁 Surrender (2017, OUP) 

chronicles her writing residencies in Hong Kong and Taiwan. This is her 

ninth collection of poetry.

The Pistils 
Janet Charman

T U N G  R O B Y N  M A R E E  P I C K E N S
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If the melody of the Anthropocene is a song of destruction, 
then tung   provides a counterpoint of healing. These poems 
are experimental, hand-built prototypes, because an over-
reliance on the mass-produced takes us straight to the landfill. 
This collection is for readers who are ready to imagine 
something different and better. —  ERIK KENNEDY 

tung is the keenly anticipated debut collection 
from award-winning Otepoti Dunedin poet, Robyn 
Maree Pickens. Earth-centred and life-affirming, these 
poems offer sustenance and repair to a planet in 
the grips of socio-ecological crisis. Pickens is attuned 
to the fine murmurings of the earth and to the 
louder sound and content of human language. She 
finds and draws out the beauty in both. tung is not 
afraid of new shapes or new rhythms, orchestrating 
a gorgeous score that testifies to the shared 
relationship between the human and non-human 
worlds. Over the roar and the din, Pickens creates 
her sound. And it sounds like hope.

ROBYN MAREE PICKENS  is a poet and art  
writer whose work has been widely published in 
Aotearoa and beyond. Her poetry has been listed  
or placed in several international writing awards, and  
in early 2020 she was awarded the Saari Residence  
in Finland. 

Pickens full cover.indd   1Pickens full cover.indd   1 26/07/23   9:21 AM26/07/23   9:21 AM

Naming the Beasts 
Elizabeth Morton

tung
Robin Maree Pickens

When I Reach For Your Pulse   RUSHI  VYAS

In this quietly powerful and moving collection, Vyas 
inhabits the voices of son and father, excavating family 
histories, silence and loss. Through the laws of physics; 
through arias, the blues, raga, Hindi pop song, ritual, 
chants and prayer; across generations, languages and 
continents; with tough honesty and with tenderness,  
Vyas reaches for the pulse of life itself.  

—alison wong
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in this electrifying debut, Rushi Vyas 
untangles slippery personal and political histories 
in the wake of a parent’s suicide. These poems reach 
into the deep, elemental silence of grief and bring 
back evidence of life as well as loss. Vyas’s language 
listens as much as it sings, asking if it is possible to 
recover from the muting effects of British colonialism, 
American imperialism, patriarchy and caste 
hierarchies. Which cultural legacies do we release in 
order to heal? Which do we keep alive, and which 
keep us alive? A monument to yesterday and a path to 
tomorrow, When I Reach for Your Pulse is a testament 
to both the burden and the promise of inheritance. 

rushi vyas was born in Toledo, Ohio. His poems 
have been published in journals in the US and New 
Zealand, and he is co-author (with Rajiv Mohabir) of 
the chapbook Between Us, Not Half a Saint (GASHER 
Press, 2021). In 2019, Rushi moved from Brooklyn, 
New York, to Ōtepoti Dunedin, where he now lives.
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At the Point of Seeing is the extraordinary debut collection from Ōtepoti 
Dunedin poet Megan Kitching. Poised, richly observed and deftly turned, 
Kitching’s poems bestow a unique attention on the world. Her eye is 
finely attuned to the well-trodden yet overlooked – the places between 
‘dirt and thumb’ or ‘together and alone’ – and especially the weedy, 
overgrown and pest-infested places where the human impulse to name, 
control and colonise meet nature’s life force and wild exuberance. These 
compelling poems urge the reader to slow down and give space to the 
living, moving, breathing environment that surrounds them. 

           …  the garden 
is making something of you, situated on 
the border of dirt and thumb, the corner 
with its stepover wall where two streets 
grow neighbourly and flora and animal meet.  (‘Growing Advice’)

The feeling that evolves from the poems – the emotion a reader 
might respond with – is part of that unique attention that for me is so 
immediate, and then so resonant.  —vincent o’sullivan

   

MEGAN KITCHING holds a PhD in English Literature from Queen Mary University, 

London, looking at the influence of the natural sciences on eighteenth-century 

poetry. She has taught English and creative writing in the UK and at the 

University of Otago. Her poetry has been widely published in Aotearoa New 

Zealand and international journals. In 2021, she was the inaugural Caselberg Trust 

Elizabeth Brooke-Carr Emerging Writer Resident. 

Kitching cover best.indd   1Kitching cover best.indd   1 1/08/23   10:17 AM1/08/23   10:17 AM When I Reach For Your Pulse
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At the Point of Seeing
Megan Kitching

Deep Colour
Diana Bridge

Tumble 
Joanna Preston

Letter to ‘Oumuamua 
James Norcliffe
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In tumble, Joanna Preston’s bold and original voice swoops the 
reader from the ocean depths to the roof of the world, from 

nascent saints, Viking raids and fallen angels to talking cameras and 
an astronaut in space. This beautifully crafted collection traverses 
the lyric, free verse and traditional forms. It’s earthy and embodied, 
while at the same time woven through with myth and magical 
realism. Always, the human heartbeat is at stake, as Preston explores 
love, loss, longing and lust – how we stumble, how we soar.

There is a spell-binding quality to these poems which makes 
Joanna Preston’s much anticipated second collection a wonderfully 
memorable and evocative read. Majella Cullinane

tumble twists and turns with an airy intensity; one poem shadows 
another to create the depth of field that gives this collection heft. 
Preston’s invigorating precision lets her deliver the new and, more 
importantly, the true. David Howard

JOANNA PRESTON is an Australian-born poet, editor and freelance 
writing tutor who lives in a small rural town in Canterbury, Aotearoa 
New Zealand. Preston has edited/co-edited seven poetry anthologies, 
and has been co-editor of Kokako and poetry editor for takahē.

tumble is the remarkable follow-up to Preston’s first collection,  
The Summer King (OUP 2009), which was awarded both the inaugural 
Kathleen Grattan Poetry Award and the 2010 Mary Gilmore Award.

otago university press
Te Whare Tā o Te Wānanga o Ōtākou
otago.ac.nz/press
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Night School 
Michael Steven

Unseasoned Campaigner 
Janet Newman
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Map for the Heart:  
Ida Valley essays 
Jillian Sullivan

Letters of Denis Glover 
Selected & edited by  
Sarah Shieff

Come Back to Mona 
Vale: Life & death in a 
Christchurch mansion 
Alexander McKinnon

James Courage Diaries 
Chris Brickell (ed)

Hudson & Halls: The food 
of love 
Joanne Drayton

A Communist in the Family: 
Searching for Rewi Alley 
Elspeth Sandys

Always Going Home:
Lauris & Frances Edmond, 
a mother daughter story 
Frances Edmond
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After Sarah Jane Barnett had a hysterectomy 
in her forties, a comment by her doctor that 
she wouldn’t be ‘less of a woman’ prompted 
her to investigate what the concept of 
womanhood meant to her. Part memoir, 
part feminist manifesto, part coming-of-
middle-age story, Notes on Womanhood is 
the result.

In this moving and inspiring exploration, 
Barnett examines the devastation she 
inflicted on herself as a young woman, 
the invisibility she feels as her youth 
fades, the power of female friendship, the 
stories women learn about midlife and 
menopause, and how being the daughter 
of a transgender woman changed her ideas 
of womanhood.

I loved this book. 

It’s the kind of book 

you don’t know  

you need until you 

read it. Then you 

realise you really, 

really do – and, 

also, that many of 

your friends  

will too.

— Ingrid Horricks

Sarah Jane Barnett is an Aotearoa writer 
and editor. Her poetry, essays, interviews 
and reviews have been published widely in 
Aotearoa journals and magazines, as well as in 
Australia and the US. Notes on Womanhood 
is her third book. You can find her at: 
sarahjanebarnett.net

 NOTES ON 

Womanhood
Sarah Jane Barnett

KA HAEA TE ATA

KA HAEA TE ATA

otago university press
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Notes on Womanhood 
Sarah Jane Barnett
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CHRIS BRICKELL,  
VANESSA MANHIRE  
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ROBERT 
LORD

D I A R I E S

ROBERT LORD

DIARIES

EDITED BY 
CHRIS 

BRICKELL, 
VANESSA 
MANHIRE 

& NONNITA 
REES
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ROBERT LORD (1945–1992) is an important 
figure in the history of literature and theatre in 
Aotearoa New Zealand. He wrote incisive and 
often satiric radio and stage plays, experimenting 
with traditional theatre forms and incorporating 
queer characters at a time when almost nobody 
else did. His enduring work includes such audience 
favourites as Well Hung, Bert and Maisy and 
Joyful and Triumphant. In 1973, he co-founded 
Playmarket, New Zealand’s playwrights’ agency and 
publisher. 

Lord also wrote eight lively, candid and 
absorbing diaries, now published for the first time 
in Robert Lord Diaries. From 1974 when he first 
moved to New York, until his death in Dunedin 
in 1992, Lord recorded the highs and lows of his 
writing practice, the theatre world and his social 
life. His diary entries reveal the dramatic contrast 
between life as a gay man in 1970s and 80s New 
York – a world of sex, drugs and socialising – and 
provincial New Zealand, with its respectable 
living rooms, fields of carrots and the occasional 
homoerotic demonstration of sheep shearing. Lord 
had a complex relationship with his homeland and 
was never quite sure where he belonged. Witty and 
incisive, his diary entries tell of torn loyalties and 
reveal the intense creative momentum Lord forged 
from his dislocated, outsider status.

CHRIS BRICKELL is Professor in the Sociology, 
Gender Studies and Criminology Programme 
at Otago University. He has written extensively 
on the history of gay men in New Zealand. His 
books include Mates and Lovers: A History of 
Gay New Zealand, Queer Objects (co-edited with 
Judith Collard) and James Courage Diaries (a Times 
Literary Supplement 2022 Book of the Year). 
 
VANESSA MANHIRE is an editor and researcher 
and a trustee of the Robert Lord Writers Cottage 
Trust, which administers a residency programme 
at Robert’s Dunedin cottage. She has a PhD in 
English from Rutgers University. 
 
NONNITA REES co-founded Playmarket, and 
worked at Downstage and Playmarket in the 
1970s and 80s. She is a cultural policy analyst and 
Chair of the Robert Lord Writers Cottage Trust 
established by Robert Lord. 

OTAGO UNIVERSITY PRESS
OUP.NZ

Robert Lord’s compelling and intimate diaries are honest, funny, astute and,  
finally, heartbreaking – HILARY HALBA

Lord’s character comes across vividly in entries that are in turn witty,  
wry, maudlin and insightful – ALISON WALLS

Robert was one of my favourite people and a wonderful man  
– SIR SAM NEILL

Five twentieth-century New Zealanders in Australia 

STEPHANIE JOHNSON

WEST ISLAND

… an erudite, discursive, entertaining but above all wise and funny account of some  

of the peculiarities of the trans-Tasman relationship – MARTIN EDMOND
 

F
ive notable twentieth-century New Zealanders who made their lives in 
Australia are the subject of this fascinating biographical investigation by 
award-winning author Stephanie Johnson. 

Roland Wakelin, Jean Devanny, Douglas Stewart, Eric Baume and 
Dulcie Deamer had little in common in personality, proclivities or politics. Yet 
they all experienced fame and/or notoriety in the ‘West Island’ while being 
largely forgotten in their country of origin. They also occasionally crossed 
paths in the course of eventful lives. 

The works of painter Roland Wakelin place him as a founder of Australia’s 
Modern Movement. The forthright feminism and creative integrity of 
communist and novelist Jean Devanny led to bitter battles with the men who 
tried to control her. Douglas Stewart was one of the most famous ‘Australian’ 
writers of his period and a long-term gatekeeper for Australian letters. 
Born into an unusual and unorthodox Jewish family, Eric Baume gained 
prominence in Australia as an early prototype of the modern-day ‘shock jock’. 
A lifelong gambling addict, he died in debt. Dulcie Deamer was a writer and 
libertine known for her leopardskin attire and wild behaviour.

Stephanie Johnson, a writer with strong connections to both countries, 
draws on her experience of life on both sides of ‘the ditch’ in restoring these 
striking New Zealanders to our national narrative. In so doing, she reflects on 
the trans-Tasman diaspora and illuminates the curious lacuna that exists at the 
heart of the complex relationship between the two nations.

 
Since the much-loved The Heart’s Wild Surf in 1996,  

STEPHANIE JOHNSON has published 10 more novels. She is a past 

winner of the Montana Book Award (for The Shag Incident ), the 

Katherine Mansfield Fellowship in Menton and the Bruce Mason 

Playwriting Award. Several of her novels have been long-listed for 

the Impac Awards in Dublin. With Peter Wells, Stephanie founded 

the highly successful Auckland Writers Festival in 1998. Known also 

for her poetry, plays and short stories, Stephanie lives in Auckland. 

Her most recent novel is Jarulan by the River (HarperCollins, 2017), 

published under her pseudonym Lily Woodhouse.
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West Island: Five 
twentieth-century New 
Zealanders in Australia
Stepanie Johnson

Robert Lord Diaries 
Chris Brickell, Vanessa 
Manhire & Nonnita Rees 
(eds)

CAREN WILTON
PHOTOGRAPHS BY  

MADELEINE SLAVICK

New Zealand 
sex workers 
in an era of 
change

MY BODY,  
my business

My Body, My Business: 
NZ sex workers in an  
era of change 
Caren Wilton &  
Madeleine Slavick

Bob Crowder: A New 
Zealand organics pioneer
Matt Morris 
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Snark 
David Elliot after Lewis 
Carroll

Strong Words: The best of the 
Landfall essay competition 
Selected by Lynley Edmeades  
& Emma Neale

UNDREAMED OF … 
50 years of the Frances 
Hodgkins Fellowship 
Priscilla Pitts & Andrea 
Hotere
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Edited by Janet Wilson

DAN DAVIN’S              WAR STORIES

Dan Davin was the author of the only substantial body of war fiction 

written by a New Zealand soldier during any of the wars in which the 

nation has been engaged. The General and the Nightingale brings together Davin’s 

20 war stories loosely based on his experiences as ‘a wartime scholar-soldier’ 

and those of his fellow soldiers in the British and New Zealand armies. They 

yield an unparalleled insight into the Anzac soldier during the Mediterranean 

and African desert campaigns of World War II. Editor Janet Wilson notes they 

can be read as ‘fictionalised accounts rather than imaginative fictions’.

Born and raised in a working-class Catholic family in Southland, Davin had 

recently completed a degree at Oxford when he enlisted in the British Army 

in 1939.  After receiving a commission in 1940 he successfully applied to be 

transferred to the New Zealand forces. He saw active service in Greece and 

North Africa, was wounded in Crete, and rose to become General Freyberg’s 

intelligence officer in the Italian campaign.
The General and the Nightingale updates The Salamander and the Fire, 

published in 1986 and long out of print. It features comprehensive notes, 

a glossary, a chronology, a map of story locations, a bibliography and an 

introduction by Janet Wilson. It is a companion volume to The Gorse Blooms 

Pale: Dan Davin’s Southland stories (OUP, 2007), which is also being reissued.

Dan Davin was a New Zealand Rhodes scholar who became Academic 

Publisher at the Clarendon Press in Oxford. Throughout his career, in his 

spare time, he wrote both fiction and works of memoir, from his war 

novel For the Rest of Their Lives (1947), and Southland novels Roads from 

Home (1949) and No Remittance (1959), to his many celebrated short 

stories.

Janet Wilson is Professor of English and Postcolonial Studies at the 

University of Northampton, UK, and formerly taught at the University of 

Otago. She has published widely on New Zealand postcolonial/diaspora 

writers such as Dan Davin, Fleur Adcock and Katherine Mansfield, and 

has an interest in globalisation and the short story and cosmopolitan war 

fictions. She recently coedited Katherine Mansfield: New directions (2019). 

She edits the Journal of Postcolonial Writing and convenes the AHRC-

funded Diaspora Screen Media Network.

OTAGO UNIVERSITY PRESSotago.ac.nz/press

Davin Nightingale cover.indd   1

Davin Nightingale cover.indd   1

25/9/20   2:38 pm
25/9/20   2:38 pmThe Gorse Blooms Pale: Dan 

Davin’s Southland Stories |  
The General & the Nightingale:  
Dan Davin’s War Stories 
Janet Wilson (ed)
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The best of the Landfall Essay Competition 

3Strong Words

The best of the  

Landfall Essay Competition 

Selected by EMMA NEALE  

+ LYNLEY EDMEADES

Andrew Dean Tina Makereti Tīhema Baker  

Maddie Ballard Rachel Buchanan Jayne Costelloe  

Lynn Davidson Charlotte Doyle Jess Ducey  

Susanna Elliffe Bonnie Etherington Norman P. 

Franke Sarah Harpur Ruigrok Gill James  

Claire Mabey Alexis O’Connell Maggie Sturgess  

Susan Wardell

A Strange Beautiful 
Excitement: Katherine 
Mansfield’s Wellington
Redmer Yska

Katherine Mansfield’s 
Europe: Station to station
Redmer Yska

The Expatriate Myth: 
New Zealand writers & 
the colonial world
Helen Bones

Otago University Press

Edited by Janet Wilson 

DAN DAVIN’S 

 SOUTHLAND SHORT STORIES

D
AN

 D
AVIN

Twenty-six stories, drawn from the rich oral culture of an 

Irish-Catholic childhood in Southland and written between 

1934 and 1989, explore and refl ect on that experience. The 

Gorse Blooms Pale brings together Davin’s Southland stories, 

published and unpublished, for the fi rst time. They insightfully 

capture the character of a tightly-knit community on the 

edge of town, and form a rare treasure in the landscape of 

twentieth-century New Zealand literature.

Janet Wilson is Professor of English and Postcolonial 

Studies at The University of Northhampton and editor of 

the Journal of Postcolonial Writing. She has contributed 

to the Oxford Companion to New Zealand Literature and 

edited Intimate Strangers – Reminiscences of Dan Davin.

Dan Davin (1913–90) grew up in Southland, New Zealand, but 

spent most of his adult life in England, as Academic Publisher at 

the Clarendon Press in Oxford. Throughout his career, in his 

spare time, he wrote fi ction, history and reminiscence, from 

his war novel For the Rest of Their Lives (1947) and Southland 

novel Roads from Home (1949) and No Remittance (1959) to 

memoir Closing Times (1975) and the collection of war stories 

The Salamander and the Fire (1986).
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Dan Davin was a New Zealand Rhodes scholar who became Academic 

Publisher at the Clarendon Press in Oxford. Throughout his career, in his 

spare time, he wrote both fiction and works of memoir, from his war 

novel For the Rest of Their Lives (1947) and Southland novels Roads from 

Home (1949) and No Remittance (1959) to his collection of war stories 

The Salamander and the Fire (1986).

Janet Wilson is Professor of English and Postcolonial Studies at the 

University of Northampton, UK, and formerly taught at the University of 

Otago. She has published widely on New Zealand postcolonial/diaspora 

writers such as Dan Davin, Fleur Adcock and Katherine Mansfield, and 

has an interest in globalisation and the short story and cosmopolitan war 

fictions. She recently coedited Katherine Mansfield: New directions (2019). 

She edits the Journal of Postcolonial Writing and convenes the AHRC-

funded Diaspora Screen Media Network.

OTAGO UNIVERSITY PRESS

otago.ac.nz/press
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Ko Aotearoa Tātou: We 
are NZ: An anthology
Edited by Michelle Elvy, 
Paula Morris, James 
Norcliffe & David Eggleton

The Black Horse & 
Other Stories 
Ruth Dallas

Filming the Colonial Past: 
The New Zealand Wars 
on screen
Annabel Cooper
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Sexual Cultures in 
Aotearoa  
New Zealand Education 
Alexandra C. Gunn & Lee 
A. Smith (eds)

Being a Doctor:  
Understanding medical 
practice 
Hamish Wilson &  
Wayne Cunningham

Disobedient Teaching: 
Surviving & creating 
change in education 
Welby Ings

Refocusing Ethnographic 
Museums through 
Oceanic Lenses 
Philipp Schorch

Promoting Health in 
Aotearoa  
New Zealand 
Louise Signal & Mihi 
Ratima (eds)

Te Papa to Berlin: The 
making of two museums 
Ken Gorbey

Flu Hunter: Unlocking the 
secrets of a virus  
Robert G. Webster

Doctors in Denial: The 
forgotten women in the 
‘Unfortunate Experiment’ 
Ronald W. Jones

Politics in the Playground: 
The world of early 
childhood in Aotearoa 
NZ 
Helen May

Past Caring?  
Women, work & emotion 
Barbara Brookes, Jane 
McCabe & Angela 
Wanhalla (eds)

SOCIAL SCIENCES

Queer Objects 
Chris Brickell & Judith 
Collard (eds)

Pacific Identities &  
Well-being
Margaret Agee, 
Tracey McIntosh, Philip 
Culbertson, & Cabrini ’Ofa 
Makasiale (eds)
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MĀORI AND PACIFIC

I whānau au ki Kaiapoi.  
The story of Natanahira 
Waruwarutu 
Thomas Green & Te Maire 
Tau

Ngā Kete Mātauranga: 
Māori scholars at the 
research interface 
Jacinta Ruru & Linda 
Waimarie Nikora (eds)

History of New Zealand 
and its Inhabitants 

F I R S T  P U B L I S H E D  1 8 9 6

Dom Felice Vaggioli
TRANSLATED BY 

 JOHN CROCKETT
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DOM  
FELICE 

VAGGIOLI

Translated  
by  

JOHN
 CROCKETT

History of New Zealand and its Inhabitants is the English translation of a 
lively and sometimes controversial book by Dom Felice Vaggioli, an Italian 
monk who was one of the first Benedictine priests to be sent to Aotearoa. 

 While working in Auckland, the Coromandel and Gisborne during 
the years 1879–87, Vaggioli observed lifestyles and customs and gathered 
information about the country’s history, including first-hand accounts of the 
signing of Te Tiriti and the conflicts in Taranaki and Waikato.

 Back in Italy, he published his history of New Zealand in 1896, only to 
have most of this Italian edition destroyed by the British because Vaggioli, 
who was not backward in coming forward with his anti-Protestant and 
anti-British views, was so critical of the colonialist project. The book nearly 
disappeared completely, but a few copies survived.

 About a century later, John Crockett was doing some research in the 
archive of the Auckland Catholic Diocese when the archivist showed him 
an old book in Italian – Storia della Nuova Zelanda by Dom Felice Vaggioli. 
Crockett realised he was holding a unique interpretation of the impact of 
colonisation on Māori and set about translating the book into English.

 This new edition of History of New Zealand and its Inhabitants brings 
Vaggioli’s unique document into the public eye once more.

otago university press
Te Whare Tā o Te Wānanga o Ōtākou
oup.nz 9 7 8 1 9 9 0 0 4 8 6 2 3

ISBN 978-1-99-004862-3

DOM FELICE VAGGIOLI (1845–1921) was a Benedictine monk from Tuscany. 
Between 1879 and 1887 he was a missionary in New Zealand, working in 
Gisborne, Auckland and the Coromandel. 

JOHN CROCKETT has a theology degree from Rome, a BA in history and Italian 
and an MA in applied sociology. He has worked as a social worker and counsellor 
in Auckland. 
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History of New Zealand & 
its Inhabitants
Dom Felice Vaggioli
Translated by John Crockett

Traditional Lifeways of the 
Southern Māori
James Herries Beattie, 
Atholl Anderson (ed)

Archaeology of the 
Solomon Islands  
Richard Walter & Peter 
Sheppard

Niue 

AND THE GREAT WAR

MARGARET POINTER

Margaret Pointer is a graduate in history 
from Victoria University of Wellington and 
for many years taught at secondary school 
level. In 2015 Otago University Press 
published her Niue 1774–1974: 200 years 
of contact and change. Margaret lives in 
Wellington and visits Niue frequently.

The story of tiny Niue’s involvement in the Great War has 
captivated people since an account was first published by Margaret 
Pointer in 2000. In 1915, 160 Niuean men joined the New Zealand 
Expeditionary Force as part of the 3rd Maori Reinforcements and set 
sail to Auckland and then Egypt and France. Most had never left the 
island before, or worn shoes before. Most spoke no English.

Most significantly, they had no immunity to European disease. Within 
three months of leaving New Zealand, over 80 per cent of them had 
been hospitalised and the army authorities withdrew them.

Margaret Pointer became involved in research to trace the lost story 
of Niue’s involvement in World War I while living on the island in 
the 1990s. The resulting book, Tagi Tote e Loto Haaku: My Heart is 
Crying a Little, was published in 2000. Her research has continued 
since, and Niue and the Great War contains much new material 
together with new photographs. This moving story has now been set 
in a wider Pacific context and also considers the contribution made 
by colonial troops, especially ‘coloured’ ones, to the Allied effort.

9 7 8 1 9 8 8 5 3 1 2 3 6

ISBN 978-1-98-853123-6OTAGO UNIVERSITY PRESS
WWW.OTAGO.AC.NZ

I am the island of Niue, a small child that stands up to help the 
Kingdom of King George.   — NIUE ISLAND COUNCIL
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Niue & the Great War 
Margaret Pointer

See No Evil: New 
Zealand’s betrayal of the 
people of West Papua 
Maire Leadbeater

Ka Ngaro Te Reo: Māori 
language under siege in 
the nineteenth century 
Paul Moon

WAI 
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INDIGENOUS WAYS IN A CHANGING CLIMATE  
DAVID YOUNG
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The inhabitants of Polynesia, like 
other Oceania cultures, evolved an 
understanding of the complexity 
of nature in its moods and 
interrelationships. Theirs is a holistic, 
reciprocal view of this world and 
their place in it that has delivered 
sustainability for thousands of years.
In this beautifully written and strikingly 
illustrated book, David Young focuses 
on the increasingly endangered status 
of freshwater, and what so-called 
developed societies can learn from 
indigenous voices of the Pacific. 

Combining indigenous traditions 
with a selection of nineteenth-century 
and modern studies and his own 
personal encounters, Young keeps 
a human face on the key issue of 
water. He confirms that the gift of 
indigenous people to their colonisers 
is that they offer systematic and very 
different concepts of being with, and 
flourishing in, nature. Sometimes this 
understanding is in step with modern 
science.

It is time people awoke to the 
dangers and embraced the solutions 
of such a world view, Young argues in 
this inspiring and deeply moving study. 
Current trends in water management 
are not only wasteful and destructive 
but also ultimately deadly. He 
concludes, however, on a hopeful note, 
finding that the potential for change 
rests on developing a discipline of deep 
respect for place and community, for 
the planet and for life in its myriad 
forms.

As a journalist and 
author DAVID 
YOUNG has been a 
consistent advocate for 
environmental justice 
over many decades. 
Published widely, 
his articles, chapters 
and 10 books reflect 
a fascination with 
freshwater, Māori–
settler environmental 

history and, increasingly, the 
relationship between nature and 
culture. David has been the recipient 
of a number of fellowships and 
awards, and his Fulbright–Creative 
New Zealand Pacific Writer’s 
Residency in Hawai`i enabled Wai 
Pasifika. Other books include Faces 
of the River (1986), Woven by Water 
(1998), the New Zealand conservation 
history Our Islands Our Selves (2003), 
Whio (2006) and Rivers (2013).

Woven by Water … gives us information 
and analysis plus feeling; it doesn’t simply 
inform, it resonates ... I commend it 
wholeheartedly.  —MICHAEL KING

 
For a long time David Young has been one 
of the clearest and most respected writers 
on New Zealand ecology, a champion for 
what its people hold in trust.  
—VINCENT O’SULLIVAN
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ALISCIA YOUNG 

Wai Pasifika: Indigenous 
ways in a changing 
climate 
David Young

Indigenous Identity & 
Resistance
Hokowhitu, Kermoal  
et al. (eds)

Floating Islanders:  
Pasifika theatre in Aotearoa  
Lisa Warrington & David 
O’Donnell

The Politics of Indigeneity: 
Challenging the State in 
Canada & Aotearoa NZ 
Roger Maaka & Augie 
Fleras
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gallipoli in  
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In 1965 many assumed that the tradition of remembering the Anzacs 
would not survive the death of the last Gallipoli veteran. Yet by 

the time of the Anzac Centenary in 2015, the legacy of Gallipoli had 
become one of the most powerful expressions of national belonging in 
New Zealand and Australia. How and why did this shift occur? 

In Anzac Nations, historian Rowan Light examines the myth-making 
around Anzac, and how its commemoration has evolved. He explores 
how societies make meaning and express value and beliefs through 
practices such as remembrance and commemoration. Why do we see 
the Gallipoli campaign, fought over a hundred years ago in a far-flung 
corner of the world, as an expression of national belonging? What 
shapes this collective remembrance in Australia and New Zealand 
and how do commemorations differ between the nations? Who has 
authority over what is – and is not – remembered on 25 April, and 
why does this national memory focus so heavily on the place and 
experience of Gallipoli, rather than on other aspects of past
violence at home or abroad? What role has the state played in the 
evolution of Anzac commemorations, and how have Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous communities responded to these changes?

Light brings together stories and evidence from both sides of the 
Tasman, offering a sweeping panorama of memory that includes 
writers and filmmakers, protestors and prime ministers, as well as  
the public audiences who have come to see Anzac Day as their own.

otago university press
Te Whare Tā o Te Wānanga o Ōtākou
otago.ac.nz/press

ANZAC Nations: The 
Legacy of Gallipoli 
1965–2015
Rowan Light

Can’t Get There From Here:  
New Zealand passenger 
rail since 1920 
Andre Brett & Sam van der 
Weerden

Women Mean Business: 
Colonial businesswomen in 
New Zealand 
Catherine Bishop

From Suffrage 
to a Seat in the House

J E N N Y  C O L E M A N

The Path to Parliament  
for New Zealand Women
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New Zealand has always proudly worn its status of being the first 
country to enfranchise women. But not many know that it took a further 
40 long years to get the first woman elected to Parliament.

In fact women were not even entitled to stand as candidates in national 
elections until 1919 – 26 years after they won the right to vote in those 
elections. Even then there was resistance, with the editor of the Auckland 
Star stating that it would open the way for ‘a class of aggressive females 
who, thirsting for publicity, would be constantly pushing themselves 
forward into positions for which they are in no sense fitted’.

The journey ‘from the home to the House’ was a shamefully protracted 
one for New Zealand women, as many male parliamentarians who 
grudgingly accepted the franchise being extended to women staunchly 
resisted any further progress. Their political machinations and 
filibustering were highly effective.

Eventually, with an additional 130,000 voters enrolled, politicians  
began to realise that women’s votes – and even women’s voices – 
mattered. However, it was not until 1933 that the first woman was elected 
to the New Zealand Parliament, when Elizabeth McCombs won the 
Lyttelton seat.

The history of women striving to share in governing the country, a 
neglected footnote in the nation’s electoral history, is now captured in 
this essential work by Jenny Coleman. She has drawn on a wide range of 
sources to create a rich portrayal of a rapidly evolving colonial society 
in which new ideas and social change were in constant friction with the 
status quo.
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ISBN 978-1-98-859226-8
otago university press
otago.ac.nz/press

JENNY COLEMAN is an associate professor 
in feminist history and Director of Academic 
Programmes in the College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences at Massey University. She was head of the 
Women’s Studies Programme at Massey 2000–11 and 
coordinating editor of the Women’s Studies Journal 
2004–09. She has published articles on a range of 
nineteenth-century New Zealand women’s history 
topics, and two earlier books through Otago University 
Press: Mad or Bad? The life and exploits of Amy Bock 
(2010) and Polly Plum: A firm and earnest woman’s 
advocate – Mary Ann Colclough 1836–1885 (2017).
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From Suffrage to a Seat  
in the House: The path to  
parliament for New 
Zealand women 
Jenny Coleman

Kate Edger: The life of a 
pioneering feminist 
Diana Morrow

We Will Not Cease 
Archibald Baxter

  Jane McCabe 

In the early 20th century, 
130 young Anglo-Indians were sent 
to New Zealand in an organised 
immigration scheme from Kalimpong, 
in the Darjeeling district of India. 
They were the mixed-race children of 
British tea planters and local women, 
and were placed as workers with New 
Zealand families from the Far North to 
Southland.

Their settlement in New Zealand was 
the initiative of a Scottish Presbyterian 

missionary, the Rev Dr John Anderson Graham, who aimed to 
‘rescue’ and provide a home and an education for children whose 
opportunities would have been limited in the country of their birth.

Jane McCabe is the granddaughter of Lorna Peters, who arrived with 
a group from Kalimpong in 1921. Jane is one of many hundreds of 
descendants now spread throughout New Zealand. Most grew up with 
little or no knowledge of their Indian heritage. The story of interracial 
relationships, institutionalisation – and the sense of abandonment that 
often resulted – were rarely spoken of. But since the 1980s an increasing 
number of descendants have been researching their hidden histories.

In the process, extraordinary personal stories and many fabulous 
photographs have come to light. Jane McCabe here tells this compelling 
and little-known New Zealand story, in pictures.

JANE McCABE is a 
Melbourne-based 
historian. In 2007 she 
visited Kalimpong 
seeking information 
about her grandmother. 
Ten years and one PhD 
later, she published 
Race, Tea and Colonial 
Resettlement: Imperial 
families, interrupted 
(Bloomsbury Academic, 
2017). The book won 
the ARANZ Ian Wards 
Prize, and the NZHA 
Erik Olssen Prize. From 
2014 to 2019, Jane was 
a lecturer in history at 
the University of Otago. 
She is currently writing 
the monograph from 
her Royal Society of 
New Zealand Marsden-
funded project ‘Splitting 
up the farm? A cross-
cultural history of land 
and inheritance in 
Aotearoa’.
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Kalimpong Kids   
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Kalimpong Kids: The New 
Zealand story, in pictures 
Jane McCabe

Crossing the Lines: The 
story of three homosexual 
New Zealand soldiers in 
WWII 
Brent Coutts

Dead Letters: Censorship 
and subversion in New 
Zealand 1914–1920 
Jared Davidson

New Zealand Nurses: 
Caring for our people 
1880–1950 
Pamela Wood

HISTORY

Aftermaths: Colonialism, 
violence and memory in 
Australia, NZ and the Pacific
Angela Wanhalla, Lyndall 
Ryan & Camille Nurka (eds)

Histories of Hate: The 
Radical Right in Aotearoa 
New Zealand
Matthew Cunningham, 
Marinus La Rooij & Paul 
Spoonley (eds)
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The mountain fastness is close enough to feel powerful but not claustrophobic … 

The lake has a gleaming, softening presence … There is a serene coherence to it all.

Neville Peat describes the scenic splendour of Wanaka and the myriad activities 

and attractions for visitors in this updated edition of a book that serves as both a 

guide to one of New Zealand’s tourism hotspots, and as a souvenir.

Wanaka is in the process of reinventing itself.                        

NEVILLE PEAT, a Dunedin writer and photographer, is the author of over 30 books 

covering themes of geography, biography, history and the natural environment. In 

2007 he was awarded New Zealand’s largest literary prize, the Creative New Zealand 

Michael King Writers’ Fellowship, for a book about the Tasman Sea. In the 2018  

New Year Honours he was made a Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit (MNZM) 

for services to conservation. www.nevillepeatsnewzealand.com
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A window into  
Miocene 

Zealandia

FOSSIL 
TREASURES OF

FOULDEN 
MAAR

Daphne Lee,  
Uwe Kaulfuss  
& John Conran
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THis fascinating book is like no other I 
have read. It’s deeply scientific in several 

fields, yet clearly written for the interested 
layperson. Lavishly illustrated, it has 

exquisite whole-page spreads of entire 
flowers, galaxiids and arthropods, showing 

exceptional preservation, including even  
the soft tissue details. I predict all who  

read it will endorse its final message: 
‘Foulden Maar must be preserved’.

   —Emeritus Professor Sir Alan Mark FRSNZ

DAPHNE LEE has been co-
ordinator of the research team 
at Foulden Maar since 2003. 
She is an Honorary Associate 
Professor in the Geology 
Department, University of 
Otago, where she did her 
undergraduate study and 
then PhD research. Her main 
research interests are fossils 

of all kinds, from diatoms to insects to plants and 
fish. In 2017 she received the McKay Hammer from 
the Geoscience Society of New Zealand, the premier 
award for geological research in New Zealand, based 
in part on publications on aspects of Foulden Maar. 

UWE KAULFUSS graduated 
from the Freiberg University 
of Mining and Technology in 
Germany and from 2004–08 
was leader of excavations 
at Eckfeld Maar. Uwe came 
to the University of Otago 
to embark on a PhD on 
the sedimentology and 
paleontology of Foulden 

Maar and in 2009 received the Harold Wellman 
Prize for the discovery of fossil insects at Foulden. 
Since 2018 he has been based at the University of 
Göttingen, Germany, working on the biogeography 
and evolution of New Zealand fossil insects, funded 
by the German Research Foundation. 

JOHN CONRAN, a botanist 
and paleobotanist with a 
special interest in monocots, 
joined the Foulden research 
group in 2006. Since then 
he has made many research 
visits to the University of 
Otago and has co-supervised 
several postgraduate student 
projects on aspects of the 

Foulden flora. John’s undergraduate and PhD 
research at the University of Queensland has 
proved helpful in interpreting the flora of Foulden, 
which has many similarities with the rainforest 
floras of Queensland and northern NSW. He is now 
at the University of Adelaide.

otago university press
Te Whare Tā o Te Wānanga o Ōtākou
otago.ac.nz/press

A paleontological site of international 

significance, Foulden Maar in Otago, 

New Zealand is home to an amazing record 

of life on Earth. Formed by a volcanic eruption 

23 million years ago, the maar’s undisturbed 

sedimentary layers contain countless rare, 

well-preserved fossils. The site is unsurpassed 

in the Southern Hemisphere as a record of 

changing life and ecosystems at the beginning 

of the Miocene. Fossil Treasures of Foulden 

Maar reveals both the science and the beauty 

of this astonishing place.
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Ceridwen (Crid) Fraser grew up in 
Australia and spent childhood summers 
poking around in rockpools along the New 
South Wales south coast. She developed 
a deep attachment to the ocean and the 
fascinating critters that live in and around 
it, and decided at the age of 11 to become 
a marine biologist. She has worked in 
Belgium and Australia, and today is an 
associate professor in the Marine Science 
Department at the University of Otago,  
New Zealand.

If you’ve ever walked along a 
beach or rocky shore and peered, 
poked or wondered at the things 
cast upon it by the waves, this 
book is for you. Beaches are 
our windows to the ocean, and 
the objects we find on them tell 
stories about life, death and 
dynamic processes in the sea. 
Beachcombing will help you to 
understand what you find on 
beaches, and the intriguing 
reasons these objects and 
organisms have come to be there.
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It is easy to misjudge 
butterflies as fragile flying 
insects. Their distribution 

across a wild and expansive 
Pacific Ocean proves 

otherwise. Butterflies can 
fly thousands of kilometres. 

The South Pacific is a vast expanse 
of ocean – over 50 million square 

kilometres  – with tiny island 
groups and scattered islands. 

From Kiribati, Tuvalu and Fiji in 
the west, to Tahiti, the Marquesas 

and Hawai’i in the east, this 
book surveys (and discovers) 

the butterfly inhabitants of these 
tropical islands. For completeness, 
and with a much larger land area, 

temperate New Zealand to the 
south is included. 

Otago University Press
www.otago.ac.nz/press

Brian Patrick is the co-author of several books 
on natural history and invertebrates, including 
Wild Dunedin, Wild Central, Wild Fiordland 
(with Neville Peat) and Butterflies and Moths of 
New Zealand (with Brian Parkinson). He has 
worked for the Department of Conservation, 
New Zealand, as a senior manager in museums, 
and now works as a scientist in an ecological 
consultancy in Christchurch. Hamish Patrick 
could not escape butterflies and moths, as Brian’s 
son, and is researching butterfly systematics 
at Lincoln University. He has assisted in the 
fieldwork for and writing of this book.
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